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Webinar Panel

Ashok  Goel Co-director of CBID at Georgia Tech

Catalina Freixas Assistant Professor, Washington University 
of St. Louis

Janice McDougall Partner at Goodman, McDougall & 
Associates Ltd.

Ray Lucchesi Principal at Regenesis 

Shoshanah Jacobs Assistant Professor, University of Guelph

Taryn Mead Marie Curie Early Career Researcher, 
Business School, University of Exeter
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Webinar Audience

Philip Ling Co-Founder, Powersmiths Corp.

Theodosius Dobzhansky

“Seen in the light of evolution, biology is, 
perhaps, intellectually the most satisfying 
and inspiring science. Without that light it 
becomes a pile of sundry facts - some of 
them interesting or curious but making no 

meaningful picture as a whole.”
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Criteria: Insightful

� Makes sense of current set of observations

"It is interesting to contemplate a tangled bank, clothed 
with many plants of many kinds, with birds singing 

on the bushes, with various insects flitting about, and 
with worms crawling through the damp earth, and to 
reflect that these elaborately constructed forms, so 

different from each other, and dependent upon each 
other in so complex a manner, have all been 

produced by laws acting around us.”
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… Creates Opportunities

� Drives further exploration, research and 
practice

“When the views entertained in this volume … 
are generally admitted, we can dimly foresee 
that there will be considerable revolution in 

natural history.”
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… Accessible

Rock Pigeon, Allan Hack

Wikipedia lists over 800 domestic pigeon breeds

French Tumbler, Jim Gifford
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... Defensible

� Testable and tested

� The Origin of Species pre-dates Mendel’s 
publication 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/aehack/2276595172
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jimgifford/2281244313
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… Asks Fundamental Questions

pmstrategies
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… What It Isn’t

� A ‘grand theory of everything’

http://pmstrategies.wordpress.com/2011/02/22/critical-path-review-part-3/
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Nature’s Storehouse of Innovation

� 3.8 billion years of solutions that can be 
applied to solve human problems and in the 
process increase the ‘fit’ of the human 
species
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Energy/Materials vs. Info/Structure
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Technology

Biology
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‘Making’ vs. ‘Being’
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We are 
outside the
system

We ARE
the system

Let the Discussion Begin!

� Generate ideas that could be developed into 
unifying principles

� Brainstorming approach:

– Postpone judgment

– Build on others’ ideas (accept the baton, run with 
it, pass it on)

� Use the Unified Chat to post ideas
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